-SECTION IV,

ON THE DIRECT EVIDENCE FOR THE CHRISTIAN
MIRACLES.

IMPORTANT as are the inquiries which I have
-*- hitherto prosecuted, it is obvious that they do not
lead to any positive conclusion, whether certain mira-
culous accounts are true or not. However necessary a
direct anomaly in the course of nature may be to rouse
attention, and an important final cause to excite interest
' and reverence, still the quality of the testimony on which
the accounts rest can alone determine our belief in
them. The preliminary points, however, have been
principally dwelt upon, because objections founded on
them form the strong ground of unbelievers, who
seem in some degree to allow the strength of the di-
rect evidence for the Scripture Miracles. Again, an
examination of the direct evidence is less necessary
here, because, though antecedent questions have not
been neglected by Christian writers,16 yet the evidence

* Especially by Vince, in his valuable Treatise on the Chris-
tian Miracles ; and Hey, in his Lectures.